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Foreword
by Anne Cotton

Chairman of the Pearson Trophy Management Committee

2011 marks the Centenary of The Pearson Trophy + a competition that
has given great pleasure to countless golfers from Herts, Kent, Middlesex
and Surrey over the past hundred years.

The competition has grown from an entry of 12 clubs in its inaugural
year to 176 in 2010. This year's entry of 179 clubs has exceeded all
previous records and shows that the competition continues to grow in
popularity.

A tremendous amount of hard work goes into running the Pearson
Trophy every year, and | would like to take this opportunity to thank the
Managers and their Deputies from the four counties for all they do to
make the competition such a success. | would also like to thank them for
the help they have given me in compiling this booklet.

I hope you will all enjoy reading this short history of the Pearson
Trophy. Let us hope that the competition continues for another hundred
years, allowing future generations of lady golfers to derive pleasure
from playing on other courses and making new friendships through
participating in this very special event.



Issette Pearson was
born at Gatcombe House
in Totnes, Devon, in
1861. When she was
four years old her family
moved to Birkenhead,
where her father set up
a successful insurance
business. In 1879 he
decided to transfer the business to London,
where he purchased a house for the family in
Northumberland Avenue, Putney.

Issette's gol®ng career began when she
joined Barnes Common Golf Club, where
she soon ruled the roost. She moved on
to Wimbledon Golf Club and, whilst a
member there, in the Spring of 1893 she was
in"uential in forming the Ladies Golf Union.
She was appointed Secretary of the LGU and
of®ciated at its ®rst meeting on April 19th at
the Grand Hotel, Trafalgar Square. At this
meeting a document was prepared, outlining
the four goals of the newly-formed LGU, as
follows:-

1) To develop a handicapping system

2) To provide uniformity of rules

3) To promote interest in the
women's game

A portrait of ISSETTE PEARSON
in her early thirties

Issette Pearson

(1861-1941)

4) To promote and
fund an annual
championship
tournament

The inaugural British
Women's Championship
followed in June of the
same year. Although
Issette suggested this should be played at
Wimbledon, it was decided to hold the
championship at St. Anne's Golf Club at
Lytham, Lancashire, because the members
had purchased a splendid cup for the winner
at a cost of ®fty guineas. She played in the
championship but was beaten 7&5 in the
®nal by Lady Margaret Scott. The following
year she lost again in the ®nal to Lady
Margaret, this time by 3&2. The latter
completed a hat trick by retaining her title
again in 1895.

In 1900 Issette turned her attention to
forming the Surrey Ladies' County Golf
Club (later to be called the Surrey Ladies'
County Golf Association), with the objective
of playing matches against other counties.
The ®rst meeting took place on April 11th in
a house in Eaton Square, even at that time a
most prestigious address.
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Issette Pearson with two of her big supporters, Tommy Miller (left), whom she would marry in 1912,
and Dr Laidlaw Purves, a fellow member of Wimbledon, who was her major inspiration in setting up
the responsibilities and constitution of the LGU in 1893

Despite being unable to attend due
to pressing LGU business, Issette was
appointed President, a position she
continued to hold until she moved to the
North of England in 1913.

Despite being a scratch golfer nearly
all her gol®ng life, Issette took a great
interest in those of a lesser gol®ng ability
and wanted higher handicap golfers to be
involved in a match play competition. In
1910 she presented the Pearson Challenge
Cup (later known as the Pearson Trophy)
which was ®rst played for in 1911 and won
by Fulwell Golf Club.

Issette's achievements are legendary, both
on and off the golf course. In her day she
was the only lady who always played off
scratch, and she recorded ®ve holes in one.
She was made a life member of the LGU in
1914, and was Vice President from 1919
to 1921. She was President of the Veteran
Ladies' Golf Association, Southern Division,
from 1925 to 1927.

Despite coming from a wealthy
background, Issette was not known for
wearing fashionable clothes and was
considered a redoubtable person and a
con®rmed spinster. However, she surprised
everybody when, well into her ®fties, she
married Tommy Miller, a widower and
founder member of Lytham St. Anne's Golf
Club. He was a wealthy man and a generous
benefactor to ladies golf in the early 1900s.
She set tongues wagging yet again when,
after Tommy's death, she is reputed to have
had an affair with a vicar who was ten years
her junior!

Issette died in 1941 at the age of eighty,
leaving behind a lifetime of achievements
and a name that will always be synonymous
with ladies' golf in the twentieth century.



The history of the Pearson Trophy

The original

Pearson Trophy
presented by

Issette Pearson in 1910

This trophy is now housed
in the British Golf Museum in St Andrews

In 1910 Issette Pearson started a match
play competition for players with handicaps
of 1 to 24 and donated a magni®cent trophy
which was called the Pearson Challenge
Cup (later to become the Pearson Trophy).
The four counties who were invited to take
part were Hertfordshire, Kent, Middlesex
and Surrey, and the teams consisted of
an odd number of at least seven-a-side,
depending on how many wished to play
on the day. The four counties were chosen
on account of their having the easiest rail
access to London. This made travelling to
matches more convenient, as at that time the
majority of courses were within easy reach
of a railway station. Twelve clubs took part

and the trophy was presented to Fulwell,
who emerged as the winners of the ®rst
competition in 1911. By 1991 the number
of clubs taking part had grown to 151, and
the 2009/10 competition attracted an entry
of 176.

In 1921 it was suggested that higher
handicaps should be involved, and new
regulations in 1922 stipulated the range
of handicap would be between 13 and 30,
(30 being the maximum handicap then for
LGU competitions). At that time everybody
had a professional caddy and there were
complaints about some competitors using
relatives instead to save money!



The Pearson Trophy came under the
jurisdiction of the LGU, but in 1948 there
were funding problems. When ELGA was
founded in 1952 the Pearson Trophy was
handed over to it, and its Secretary attended
all committee meetings.

In 1955 the trophy was placed for
safekeeping in the British Golf Museum
in St. Andrews and a new trophy was
purchased. All clubs taking part in the
competition were asked to contribute 10
shillings + Hertfordshire gave £9, Kent £8
& 10 shillings, Middlesex £13 and Surrey
£19. The trophy cost £40 and the engraving,
which included the letters ELGA, cost a
further £9 & 10 shilllings.

In 1959 ELGA (South East) was asked
to ®nance the competition but it declined.
The decision was taken to charge each club
an entry fee in order that the competition
could become self-funding. Each county
appointed a Manager and Deputy who
were responsible to ELGA, copying it in on
the results. By 1962 the ELGA Secretary
no longer attended meetings, and the
Pearson Trophy Management Committee
was responsible for the competition in its
entirety, submitting a report annually
to ELGA.

The current Pearson Trophy and its case, purchased in 1955

In 1969 the Pearson Trophy came under
the auspices of ELGA (South East) and a
report of the year's results and activities was
given annually at the AGM.

On 31st December 2007 ELGA was
dissolved and became known as EWGA.
This new body did not wish to be associated
with the competition, which is now run
entirely by the Pearson Trophy Management
Committee. This consists of an independent
Chairman and the Managers and Deputies
of the four counties, each taking it in turn to
provide the Secretary and the Treasurer.

The magni®cent trophy was valued at
£200 in 1967 and today is worth in excess of
£2,000. It is the responsibility of the winning
club to arrange its insurance while it is in
their possession.

The Pearson Trophy was not played for
during the War Years (1913-19 and 1939-
1946). In 1987 the trophy was shared by
Herts and Kent, as very inclement weather
prevented the ®nal being played.



Winners of the Pearson Trophy
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Finals Day 2010

This year it was the turn of Middlesex to
organise the County Finals, and Finchley was
the chosen venue on Wednesday 28th July.
The Middlesex Manager, Pat Briggs, ably
assisted by the Lady Captain of Finchley,
Angela Rosenberg, worked tirelessly to
ensure that all the ®nalists and the spectators
had an enjoyable day. The weather could not
have been better and the course proved to be
most interesting and a good test of golf.

The four clubs representing
their counties were:-

A 0
L G"f

Sandy Lodge

+ Herts
Westerham
+ Kent
Muswell Hill
+ Middlesex
Wildwood

* Surrey

In the morning Surrey managed to
beat Kent and Herts narrowly defeated
Middlesex. The standard of golf was
extremely high both morning and afternoon,
when Surrey managed to win against Herts
in a well-fought and exciting contest.

The Wildwood team were overjoyed to
win the Pearson Trophy. They had never
played in the competition before and, having
a very small ladies' membership, did not
even have enough players to bring a reserve
with the team.They had no trolley pullers in
the morning but the Westerham team and
their husbands offered to pull their trolleys
for the ®nal. Such was the sporting spirit
that prevailed all day, much to the delight of
all the County Managers and Depulties.

Congratulations go to Wildwood and
their Captain, Angela Whittington, on a
tremendous achievement in winning the
Pearson Trophy at their ®rst attempt. The
other members of the team were Mandy
Hambidge, Bridget Cozens-Smith, Barb
Horne, Karen Berry, Fiona Pullar and Debs
Sparham.

The Runners-Up, Sandy Lodge, were
represented by Lesley Diamond, Jane
Jenkins, Linda Murphy, Cheryl Smith,
Jennifer Haynes, Christine Sammes, Debbie
Reynolds and Sandra Butters.

The losing Semi-Finalists Westerham
were represented by Helen Lejot, Elaine
Lee, Jennie Boakes, Frances Spargo, Carol
Newman, Val Campbell and Sharon White.
The other losing Semi-Finalists were
Muswell Hill, whose team consisted of
Mandy Miller, Ruth Holmes, Bev Broad,
Maureen Campbell, Kathleen Hughes,
Noreen Sullivan and Mona Walters.

The Pearson Trophy Management
Committee would like to thank Michael
Gotlieb, the Secretary of Finchley, and all his
staff for the wonderful welcome and all the
help given to us during our visit.



Hertfordshire

The original Hertfordshire County Pearson Trophy, a glass
orb dated 1911-1986, to which plaques with winners'
names were added for the years 1986-2002. This was
replaced by the Lady Golfer in 2003

The Hertfordshire County Pearson Trophy
Presented in 2003

Herts Pearson Trophy Managers

-1951 Mrs Wylie
1951- Mrs Davis

-1954 Mrs Gilbertson
1954-1958 Mrs Baucher
1979-1983 Frances Franklin
1984-1987 Jan Bennett
1988-1992 Anne Mitcheson
1993-1999 Gill Cooper
2000-2003 Jo Knight
2004-2007 Jean Roe
2008-2011 Elaine Lampert




Winners of the Hertfordshire
County Pearson Trophy
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1927 West Herts* 1986 Hartsbourne

1935 Berkhamsted* 1987 Mid Herts*

1947 Porters Park* 1988 East Herts

1948 Porters Park* 1989 Bishops Stortford
1950 Porters Park* 1990 Verulam

1952 Moor Park 1991 Hartsbourne

1955 Moor Park* 1992 South Herts

1960 Hartsbourne 1993 Hadley Wood
1961 Moor Park* 1994 Welwyn Garden City
1964 East Herts 1995 Porters Park
1969 Berkhamsted 1996 Hanbury Manor*
1970 East Herts 1997 Porters Park*
1972 South Herts 1998 Dyrham Park
1973 Sandy Lodge 1999 Welwyn Garden City
1974 Mid Herts* 2000 Hadley Wood

1975 Berhamsted 2001 Brocket Hall
1976 Berkhamsted 2002 Sandy Lodge
1977 Moor Park 2003 Hadley Wood
1978 Berkhamsted 2004 Batchworth Park*
1979 East Herts 2005 Brocket Hall
1980 Brookmans Park 2006 Hartsbourne
1981 Brookmans Park 2007 Brocket Hall*
1982 Hartsbourne 2008 Mid Herts*

1983 Bishops Stortford 2009 Bishops Stortford
1984 Moor Park 2010 Sandy Lodge

*Also Winner of the Pearson Trophy



SANDY LODGE, winners of the Herts Pearson Trophy 2010 and runners-up to Surrey in the Pearson Trophy Final

HARTSBOURNE
PEARSON TROPHY WINNER 2006

HARTSBOURNE, winners of the County Pearson Trophy in 2006. They were also winners in 1960, 1982, 1986 and 1991.
The Club is hosting the Semi-®nals and Finals of the Pearson Trophy in the Centenary Year



MID HERTS, winners of the Pearson Trophy in 2008. They were also successful in 1974 and 1987

MOOR PARK, winners of the Pearson Trophy in 1955

Back Row (Left to Right) Miss A Stanley, Mrs Webb (Captain), Miss Hayman, Mrs Rippon
Middle Row Mrs Hinds, Mrs Baucher (Herts Pearson Manager), Mrs Eva

Front Row Mrs Cork, Mrs Britten, Mrs Bowen

The Club won the Pearson Trophy again in 1961
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Winners of the Kent
County Pearson Trophy

1921 Foxgrove* 1985 Cranbrook

1925 Foxgrove* 1986 Sundridge Park*
1929 Chislehurst* 1987 Lamberhurst*

1931 Eltham Warren* 1988 Chislehurst

1937 Sundridge Park* 1989 Royal Cinque Ports
1963 Littlestone* 1990 West Malling*

1965 Littlestone* 1991 West Malling

1966 Royal Cinque Ports 1992 Wildernesse

1967 Rochester & Cobham 1993 Rochester & Cobham
1968 Royal Cinque Ports 1994 Royal Cinque Ports
1969 Dartford 1995 Sittingbourne

1970 Littlestone 1996 West Kent

1971 Royal Cinque Ports 1997 Tenterden

1972 Langley Park 1998 Woodlands Manor
1973 West Kent 1999 Moatlands

1974 Wildernesse 2000 Sundridge Park*
1975 Royal Cinque Ports* 2001 Tudor Park

1976 Rochester & Cobham 2002 Rochester & Cobham
1977 West Kent 2003 Westerham

1978 Shortlands 2004 Westerham

1979 Lamberhurst 2005 Westerham

1980 Lamberhurst 2006 Wrotham Heath
1981 Chislehurst 2007 Nizels

1982 Shortlands 2008 Westerham

1983 Bearsted 2009 Nizels

1984 Royal Blackheath 2010 Westerham



NIZELS, winners of the
Kent Pearson Trophy in
2007 and 2009

WESTERHAM, winners of the Kent
County Pearson Trophy in 2010

Back Row (standing left to right)
Frances Spargo, Val Campbell,
Margaret McCallum (Captain),
Helen Lejot, Eileen Lancaster

Front Row (kneeling left to right)
Carol Newman, Sharon White,
Jenny Boakes, Elaine Lee

Westerham also won this trophy in
2003, 2004, 2005 and 2008

SUNDRIDGE PARK, runners-up
in the Kent County Pearson Trophy
in 2010.

The Club were winners of both the
Kent County Pearson Trophy and

the Pearson Trophy in 1937, 1986
and 2000



Middlesex Pearson Trophy Managers
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1911 Fulwell* 1997 Highgate

1912 Stanmore* 1998 North Middlesex

1926 Northwood* 1999 Wyke Green*

1932 Northwood* 2000 Mill Hill

1933 Crews Hill* 2001 Ealing

1949 Sudbury* 2002 Hampstead

1952 Highgate* 2003 Pinner Hill

1956 Wyke Green* 2004 Ealing

1964 Fulwell* 2005 Pinner Hill*

1966 Grim's Dyke* 2006 Grim's Dyke

1980 Grim's Dyke* 2007 Hampstead

1983 Northwood* 2008 Muswell Hill

1991 Pinner Hill* 2009 Ealing

1994 En®eld* 2010 Muswell Hill

1996 Wyke Green

*Also Winner of the Pearson Trophy



The Middlesex The Middlesex Pearson
Pearson Trophy Runners Up Plate

Grim's Dyke 1966

In 1966 Grim's Dyke representing Middlesex, IAOP I\-/ L\/Iiss C Greaves, Mrs R Brown, Mrs P Barron,
i N s orse
beat the Surrey Club of Burh'“ to win the Bottom L: Mrs M Cooper, Mrs M Ferris (Captain),
Pearson Trophy * the ®rst time for them and

Mrs B Erskine
only the 10th time for a Middlesex club.



Top L: Mrs H Miller, Mrs L Maddix, Mrs G Archer, M rs A Stoddart
Bottom L: Mrs M Home, Mrs B Erskine, Mrs M Burt (Ca pt),
Mrs D Belcher, Miss A Brown

SEMI FINAL
Muswell Hill (Middx) v Sandy Lodge(Herts)
RESULT: Middx 3 - Herts 4
Wildwood (Surrey) vWesterham Kent)
RESULT: Surrey 4 - Kent O{called in}
FINAL

Wildwood (Surrey) vSandy Lodgé€Herts)
RESULT: Surrey 4 - Herts 1{called in}



1969-1981
1982-1990
1991-1994
1995-1996
1997-2000
2001-2003
2004-2005
2006-2008
2009-2010
2011

Maisie Knox (Kingswood)

Helen Allison (Betchworth Park)
Frances McAdam (Royal Mid Surrey)
Anne Cotton (St. George's Hill)

Ann Emmitt (Wentworth)

Jackie Tenniswood (Wentworth)
Elizabeth Brooks (Ef®ngham)

Anne Mills (West Hill)

Rosemary Kennett (Surbiton)

Hazel Corstin (Clandon Regis)



1920
1923
1924
1928
1930
1934
1936
1938
1951
1953
1954
1957
1958
1959
1960
1962
1967
1968
1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979
1980

Worplesdon *
Walton Heath*
Walton Heath*
Roehampton*
Walton Heath*
Worplesdon*
Hindhead*
Worplesdon*
Roehampton*
Worplesdon*
West Hill*
Worplesdon*
West By eet*
Woking*
Worplesdon*
Walton Heath*
Roehampton*
Roehampton*
Kingswood*
Royal Wimbledon*
Walton Heath*
Ef®ngham*
Tandridge*
Royal Wimbledon
Addington Palace
Hankley Common*
Ef®ngham*
Ef®ngham*
Roehampton*
The Addington

1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010

Roehampton*
Camberley Heath*
The Addington
Farnham*
Royal Wimbledon
Walton Heath
Royal Wimbledon
The Addington*
Coombe Hill*
Hindhead
Royal Wimbledon
Royal Wimbledon*
Foxhills*
Purley Downs
Wentworth*
Coombe Hill
Burhill
Betchworth Park*
North Downs
Walton Heath
Royal Wimbledon*
Camberley Heath*
Camberley Heath*
Roehampton
The Wisley
Royal Wimbledon*
Foxhills
Roehampton
Roehampton*
Wildwood*



WILDWOOD
Winners of the Pearson Trophy 2010

Back Row (standing from left to right)
Barb Horne, Karen Berry, Mandy
Hambidge, Debs Sparham

Front Row (seated from left to right)
Fiona Pullar, Angela Whittington
(Captain), Bridget Cozens-Smith

ROYAL WIMBLEDON, winners
of the Pearson Trophy in 2001.
The Club also won the trophy in 1970,
1992 and 2006, and have been winners
of the Surrey Cup on eight occasions
since 1969

The ROEHAMPTON team, winners of the Pearson Trophy in 2009. The Club has
an excellent record in the Pearson Trophy, having won on ®ve previous occasions +
1928, 1951, 1967, 1968 and 1981



