
The Story of County Week 2010

The week did not start well for Surrey with the news from 
Hannah Lovelock that she would be unable to join up with the 
team due to some back problems that she had been having 
since returning from the US. Luckily a reserve had been named 
in the team and Belinda Pope joined up with us when Surrey 
arrived at East Sussex National on the Sunday in glorious 
sunshine.  Although new to Surrey golf, we were in luck as 
Belinda was not new to County Weeks having played in 
numerous matches in Scotland prior to moving south. 

The East Sussex National complex was vast and it took us a while to find each other, our rooms and the 
lockers rooms! Once we had all gathered our official photo was taken and we started our final preparations 
for the week with a practice round.  

Back row left to right Kirsty Rands, Belinda 

Pope, Katie Shepherd, Lauren Blease (County 

Champion), Andrea Downer, Katie Fewster,  

Front row left to right: Lisa McGowan (1st team 

Captain), Sheila Stirling (County Captain), 

Shirley Newman (President), Felicity Christine

Day 1 was against Kent. As usual Surrey started well in the foursomes in the morning with wins in the first 
two matches to gives us a 2-1 lead at lunch. Kent however came out strong in the afternoon and set the 
scene for a stressful afternoon by winning the first two matches. Surrey managed to win the next two but by 
the end of the afternoon it was all down to Andrea Downer who managed to secure victory on day 1 for 
Surrey with a win on the 18th. Our new president, Shirley, was also eventually rescued from the course 
having been left stranded by our two non playing players who stole her buggy. 

On Monday evening the club hosted a BBQ (in the rain 
of course) and all the players managed to survive the 
night and were raring to go against Hampshire on Day 2. 
Again Surrey performed brilliantly in the foursomes, this 
time managing to take a full house of points and take a 
3-0 lead into the afternoon. The good news did not last 
however and by lunch we had a couple of players who 
were not available to play in the singles due to injury. We 
were still confident that we could secure the 2 points we 
needed in the singles for overall victory but it was not to 

be and we only managed one singles victory in the afternoon leaving us with a 4-5 loss to Hampshire. 

View from the 18th at East Sussex National 

Surrey President and Coach James 



All was not lost; we lost to Sussex on our first day in 2009 
so we had to keep fighting. We had Middlesex the next 
day and the mission was clear – to win all the matches! 
We managed to win 7.5 out of 9 and we were left to wait 
for the results of the Hampshire v Sussex match to see if 
we had a chance. Sussex beating Hampshire would put us 
back in the game. 

Thursday was our rest day, some players went home but 
those who stayed had a leisurely morning using the Spa 
facilities and the team then headed off to Brighton for the 
afternoon to play on the slot machines and eat chips.  
We had a mini victory during the day with Andrea winning the Dolphin Derby, returning with a new mascot for 
the Surrey buggy – Daphne the Dolphin. Later in the afternoon we went to the range, did some putting drills 
and waited to hear from the Sussex v Hampshire match. The news was not good - the worst possible result 
for Surrey in fact, the match was a draw. 

Day 5 left Surrey with little to play for. The draw between Sussex and Hampshire meant that we could not 
win – Middlesex were not the team of 2009 and were unlikely to beat Hampshire. We could however 
influence the result and had the distinct feeling that Hampshire were now on our side! 

The day started with a severe weather warning and the practice 
green was flooded, none of us could see us playing the foursomes 
with the amount of rain that was falling. After a short delay 
however the news was that we were playing – a two tee start at 
9am. The Surrey warm up took the form of an indoor putting 
competition, foursomes, from one end of the hotel to the other – a 
total of 200 yards. The clear winners were super sub Jo and Katie 
who made it in 6 putts and gave the whole event slightly too much 
thought for my liking. 

Outside on the course, again we started well with a 2-1 win in the foursomes (I look forward to the day when 
it becomes foursomes only event and Surrey will rule the day!) The afternoon followed a similar trend as 
previous however and we lost ground in the singles ending with a 4-5 loss to Sussex leaving Surrey in 3rd

place and Sussex as the winners of the week from Hampshire by a single match. 

The matches between Kent, Sussex, Hampshire and Surrey were very close with many 5-4 results and the 
standard of golf was very high. We had some brilliant performances from our players; Lauren led us out first 
as our Champion and had some very tough matches. Belinda secured vital points for us in her Surrey debut. 
Andrea was our leading point scorer, unbeaten during the week and our shot of the week winner with a holed 
chip shot on 18 with the last shot of the week.  

All in all a disappointing week for Surrey given the position we put ourselves in on Tuesday morning but 
there were some elements out of our control that did not help us. We will learn from it and we will come back 
stronger next year when we host county week in Surrey at Camberley Heath. 

On behalf of the team I would like to thank everyone who travelled down to East Sussex to trolley pull and 
support us. We look forward to seeing you again next year in Surrey. 

Day 3: Felicity, Kirsty and Flossy 

Day 5: Katie Shepherd


